
A Primer on 
Public Meetings

For Planning

Commissioners



You will learn 
today:

What is a public meeting?

What is a public hearing?

Why you have an agenda and how to use it

Administrative and Legislative items and how 
to treat them

How can you manage meetings?



You are not the private sector



Public Sector calls for 
¢ǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅΦ ά5ƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦέ



All meetings of public bodies 
must be open to the public!



Right to attend, 
see and hear 
publicôs 
business



Attend, but 
not to speak!



No Speaking?
5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŀǾŜ 
the right to speak?



Public hearing vs. Public meeting


